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Speaker, besides providing benefits to live-
stock producers and animal owners, this
measure will develop incentives and sanc-
tioning programs for the pharmaceutical indus-
try while maintaining and ensuring public
health.

The Minor Animal Species Health Act of
2001 is supported by the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, the American Farm Bureau Fed-
eration, the Animal Health Institute, the Amer-
ican Veterinary Medical Association, and vir-
tually every organization representing all
genres of minor animal species. This is vital
legislation which is desperately needed now.
The Act will alleviate much animal suffering, it
will promote the health and well-being of minor
animal species while protecting and promoting
human health, it will benefit pets and improve
the emotional security of their owners, benefit
various endangered species of aquatic spe-
cies, and will reduce economic risks and hard-
ships to farmers and ranchers. This is com-
mon-sense legislation which will benefit mil-
lions of Americans from farmers and ranchers
to pet owners. I call on all my colleagues in
the House to support the Minor Animal Spe-
cies Health Act of 2001.
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HONORING MUSEUM MAGNET IN
SAINT PAUL, MINNESOTA AS A
RECIPIENT OF THE BLUE RIBBON
SCHOOL AWARD

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM
OF MINNESOTA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 23, 2001

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor and celebrate the great achievement
of Museum Magnet School in Saint Paul, Min-
nesota for being named a Department of Edu-
cation Blue Ribbon School. Blue Ribbon
Schools are selected by the Department of
Education because they have been judged
particularly effective in meeting local, state
and national goals. These schools display the
qualities of excellence that are necessary to
prepare our young people for the challenges
of the new century. Blue Ribbon status is
awarded to schools that have strong leader-
ship, a clear vision and sense of mission, high
quality teaching, and challenging, up-to-date
curriculum. Further, these schools have poli-
cies and practices that ensure a safe environ-
ment conducive to learning, solid evidence of
family involvement, evidence that the school
helps all students achieve to high standards,
and a commitment to share best practices with
other schools.

The Museum Magnet School’s mission is to
develop creative, independent thinkers who
can work cooperatively to solve problems.
Their partnership with the Science Museum of
Minnesota allows the school to apply the tech-
nology, creativity and excitement of museums
to the achievement of academic excellence.
The students at Museum Magnet use their
strong academic skills to create exciting new
exhibits in a school museum and share their
findings with other students. This community/
public partnership creates a nurturing, stimu-
lating environment for teachers, parents and
students.

I am so proud of the accomplishments of
Museum Magnet and applaud the leadership
of the administrators, teachers and students in

the pursuit of excellent, community-based edu-
cation for Minnesota’s children.
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TRIBUTE TO CHIEF OF POLICE
RUSSELL J. BOND

HON. JOSEPH M. HOEFFEL
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 23, 2001

Mr. HOEFFEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
congratulate Chief of Police Russell J. Bono
for his thirty years of service with the Borough
of Norristown Police Department in Mont-
gomery County, Pennsylvania. His dedication
to the citizens of Norristown has been exem-
plary and without peer.

Russell Bono began his tenure in 1971 as
a patrol officer. He quickly advanced to a K–
9 Officer and then to detective. He was pro-
moted to sergeant and then to captain in
1996, before being made Chief of Police in
1998. Chief Bono has served in all of the posi-
tions in the department. For three years he
has also been the Acting Public Safety Direc-
tor for the Borough of Norristown. He is re-
sponsible for all public safety including the po-
lice, fire and code enforcement.

Chief Bono has furthered his education as
well as his career. He graduated Magna Cum
Laude from Montgomery County Community
College with an Associate Degree in Criminal
Justice in 1977. In 1995 he graduated from
the FBI National Academy.

He has been active in his community as a
member of the County Revitalization Board
and the Mannechoir Club. He and his wife
Linda have been married for thirty years and
are the parents of three daughters.

It is a privilege to honor the contributions
and the public service of Chief Russell Bono.
I wish him continued success in all of his en-
deavors.
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MONSIGNOR JOHN J. EGAN, 1916–
2001

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 23, 2001

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate the life of Monsignor John
J. Egan, a man who never wavered in his mis-
sion to promote justice and to better the lives
of so many people. He struggled on behalf of
the poor and working men and women, gave
voice to the voiceless, and cared for those
pushed aside by our society.

I personally called him a friend and am
proud to have worked with him for many
years. He was also a friend of every man,
woman or child who needed a helping hand,
a voice, or simply a sympathetic ear.

Monsignor Egan, a leader who has spoken
so eloquently against racism and bigotry, was
among the first Catholic priests to join the civil
rights movements. He marched in Alabama in
the 1960s for equal rights for all people. He
was a man who led by example. Monsignor
Egan was also instrumental in saving count-
less families from eviction and life on the
streets. He understood that being poor should
not translate to being homeless. He stood on

many picket lines supporting workers strug-
gling for their right to organize and improve
their working conditions.

People throughout the nation knew Mon-
signor Egan. He was admired by so many
from a wide cross section of our society. He
has left a lasting impression on those he has
met during his years. He received a religious
leaders award from Rainbow/PUSH and was
honored by the Chicago chapter of the Amer-
ican Jewish Committee, the Travelers and Im-
migrants Aid, Citizen Action of Illinois to name
only a few. Those awards are a testament to
his effective social activism.

In honor of his life, I urge that we continue
to follow in his steps, learn from his example,
and organize for public policies that are fair
and equitable. I urge all my colleagues to read
the following accounts from the Chicago Trib-
une, Chicago Sun-Times, and New York
Times celebrating Monsignor Egan’s life.

[From the Chicago Tribune, May 20, 2001]
MONSIGNOR JOHN EGAN 1916-2001; PRIEST WAS

‘‘CONSCIENCE’’ OF THE CITY

(By Noah Isackson)
Monsignor John ‘‘Jack’’ Egan, a priest

whose battles for social justice made him
one of Chicago’s most influential religious
leaders, died Saturday, May 19, in the rec-
tory of Holy Name Cathedral.

‘‘A great priest has gone back to God,’’
said Cardinal Francis George, Catholic arch-
bishop of Chicago.

An archdiocese spokeswoman said Egan,
84, died of cardiovascular disease.

Egan served the Roman Catholic Church
for 58 years, bringing his ecumenical ap-
proach to Chicago’s grittiest haunts and the
nation’s toughest social problems.

‘‘He was eager to help people,’’ said Bishop
Timothy J. Lyne, a friend for more than 65
years. ‘‘Especially people who were treated
unjustly.’’

Egan was born in New York but moved to
Chicago early and grew up in the
Ravenswood neighborhood. He attended
DePaul University, then studied for the
priesthood at St. Mary of the Lake Seminary
in Mundelein. He was ordained in 1943.

In 1965, Egan marched with Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr. in Selma, Ala. Later, a
photo of him walking with King and other
protesters became a call for clergymen
across the country to join the civil rights
movement.

As director of the Archdiocesan Office of
Urban Affairs from 1958 to 1969, Egan became
a powerful voice in promoting subsidized
housing as a way to fight urban segregation.
Later, Egan became an outspoken opponent
of public housing and called Cabrini-Green
‘‘a concrete monument to the city’s racism.’’

From 1970 to 1983, he was the special assist-
ant to the president at the University of
Notre Dame. He returned to Chicago in 1983
as the archdiocese’s director of human rela-
tions and ecumenism.

‘‘He was the city’s conscience,’’ said Rev.
Robert McLaughlin, pastor of Holy Name Ca-
thedral. ‘‘He was a conscience not only to
the politicians and the people, but the
church as well, a man who dared to be a gad-
fly and raise important issues.’’

‘‘He really had a way of challenging people
on very serious moral issues without alien-
ating them,’’ said Rev. John Minogue, presi-
dent of DePaul University. ‘‘And with that,
he kept the dialogue open so that change
could actually happen.’’

Egan had headed DePaul’s Office of Com-
munity Affairs for four years at the time of
his death. The university honored Egan by
naming its urban think tank and community
service organization after him, calling it the
Egan Urban Center.
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In 1993, thousands of people attended a

celebration at Holy Name Cathedral mark-
ing the 50th anniversary of Egan’s ordination
to the priesthood. Plumbers hosted a similar
celebration at Plumbers Hall on the West
Side. Buses were chartered to bring the mon-
signor’s admirers to and from the event.

He is survived by his sister, Kathleen Egan
Martin.

His body will lie in state at Holy Name Ca-
thedral from 3 to 9 p.m. Monday and Tues-
day. Mass will be said at 10 a.m. Wednesday
at the cathedral.

[From the Chicago Tribune, May 22, 2001]
PRIEST RECALLED AS TIRELESS FIGHTER; HIS

KINDNESSES ARE REMEMBERED

(By Kevin Lynch)
When Mary Louise Kurey moved to Chi-

cago four months ago, she was overwhelmed
by the size of the city and the scope of its so-
cial problems.

But then Monsignor John Egan delivered a
sermon one Sunday encouraging parishioners
at Holy Name Cathedral to take an active
approach to their religion.

Within a few weeks, Kurey had joined the
fight against Chicago’s social ills, starting
with a single boy. She began tutoring a 4th
grader at St. Joseph School, and she now
can’t imagine life without their weekly
study sessions.

‘‘I was new to the city, and I felt a little
shy about getting involved,’’ said Kurey, 26.
‘‘He made me feel very much at home . . .
and inspired me to reach out like he did in
his life.’’

Kurey was one of hundreds at Holy Name
Monday to pay respects to Egan, 84, who died
Saturday in the church rectory.

His body lay in state Monday during visi-
tation, which will continue Tuesday from 3
to 9 p.m. A funeral mass will be said at 10
a.m. Wednesday in the cathedral.

Mayor Richard Daley said the city has lost
‘‘one of its most courageous moral and spir-
itual leaders.’’ Egan ‘‘never wavered in his
commitment to the poor and underprivileged
and to equal rights for all,’’ Daley said in a
statement.

‘‘Jack Egan didn’t just talk about social
change; he worked hard for social change for
his entire life, and he helped make Chicago a
better city.’’

Though Egan was best known for cham-
pioning desegregation and organized labor
and improving education and housing for the
city’s poor, many who filed past his casket
Monday remembered his small acts of kind-
ness.

‘‘I bumped into him in the hall one day and
introduced myself,’’ said Dan Ursini, 48, a li-
brary clerk at DePaul University, where
Egan headed the Office of Community Af-
fairs since 1997. ‘‘He was a very approach-
able, down-to-earth person. I doubt that he
would have remembered my name, but when-
ever I saw him after that, he’d take the time
to chat.’’

It was Egan’s seemingly inexhaustible
dedication to social causes that set him
apart from other activists, Ursini said.

‘‘It’s one thing to see a person help engi-
neer an important social change during one
part of his life, but to see him keep it up 20
or 30 years later, that’s even more impres-
sive. In that way, he was a deeply inspiring
individual’’ Ursini said.

Last year, Egan decided to take on the
payday loan industry after meeting a parish-
ioner who became trapped in a long cycle of
debt after borrowing $100, said Rev. Robert
McLaughlin, pastor of Holy Name and a
longtime friend of Egan’s.

His efforts led to a bill introduced in
Springfield this year that would set caps on
payday loan interest rates.

[From the Chicago Sun-Times, May 21, 2001]
HOLY NAME MOURNS EGAN

(By Maureen O’Donnell)
Reflecting on his life, Monsignor John J.

Egan would say: ‘‘You know, I didn’t leave
any enemies behind.’’

And then, with a little smile: ‘‘They all
died before me.’’

‘‘Jack’’ Egan was remembered Sunday at
Holy Name Cathedral by some of the people
who knew him best as a man of courage,
compassion and wit.

Usher Bob Gowrylow, 64, marched for civil
rights alongside Egan in the 1960s.

‘‘They threw rocks at us and called us the
’n’-word,’’ said Gowrylow. ‘‘It was the most
frightening thing.’’

Bystanders spat on marching priests and
nuns, but Egan never faltered.

‘‘He kept walking, linking arms, walking
together,’’ Gowrylow said. ‘‘He never would
falter in anything. The man was unbeliev-
able.’’

Egan, who died Saturday at age 84, was
part of a group of priests whose commitment
to justice and civil rights made the Chicago
priesthood one of the most exciting in the
country, said Father Jack Farry, associate
pastor at Holy Name. The monsignor became
a hero to Farry while he was in the semi-
nary.

‘‘Before that, priests and sisters kind of
stayed out of things,’’ Farry said. ‘‘But he
made it very clear to people this was some-
thing we needed to be involved in.’’

Egan’s commitment to the poor kept him
an activist until the end, as he campaigned
against payday loan operations. His interest
in the issue was stirred when a woman came
to Holy Name for help. She couldn’t get out
from under her debt because of excessive in-
terest.

Egan hopped on a bus to pay off her loan.
‘‘Here’s this little 83-year-old guy going to

the West Side on a bus with somebody he
didn’t even know to help them out,’’ said pa-
rishioner Ralph Metz, 46, an investigator
with the Cook County Public Defender’s of-
fice.

But he wasn’t just a big-picture priest,
friends and associates said. A rapt listener,
he made each person he spoke with feel like
they were the only person in the world.

He used the same conversational starter
for everyone, be they a celebrity or everyday
Chicagoan: ‘‘So, where did you come from?’’

People would launch into stories of their
childhoods and where they grew up and
where they went to school, said Peggy
Roach, his administrative assistant of 35
years.

Soon after asking actor Joe Mantegna
‘‘Where do you come from?’’ he had his whole
life story, Roach said. He and the actor be-
came fast friends.

Egan would even start conversations on
elevators, said Margery Frisbie, who wrote a
book about Egan titled An Alley in Chicago:
The Ministry of a City Priest.

He made Holy Name feel like a home.
‘‘He used to stop mass to say, ‘Hey, you in

the back, there’s a seat up here,’ ’’ said Flor-
ence Agosto. ‘‘He didn’t take it too seri-
ously, even though it was a cathedral. He
was an old-time, wonderful priest.’’

Even when it was 10 below, he was out on
the steps in his fedora and topcoat shaking
people’s hands, said Beverly Todhunter, 73, a
downtown retiree.

Sister Anne Marie Dolan remembered his
kindness to the homeless people he met on
the street.

‘‘I don’t think he ever passed any one of
them without giving them a donation,’’ she
said.

Egan loved classical music and chocolate
milk, which enabled him to get all his medi-
cations down, Roach said.

Until the very end of his life he interceded
on behalf of others. On the day he died he
was in great pain, but he knew there were or-
dinations going on at Holy Name. Despite his
discomfort, Roach recounted, Egan asked
God to help the new priests:

‘‘ ‘Lord, I want to pray for the 10 men being
ordained today. Give them courage.’ ’’

Visitation will be at Holy Name from 3 to
9 p.m. today and Tuesday. His funeral will be
at 10 a.m. Wednesday at the cathedral, with
burial at All Saints Cemetery in Des Plaines.

[From the New York Times, May 22, 2001]

JOHN J. EGAN, PRIEST AND RIGHTS ADVOCATE,
IS DEAD AT 84

(By Peter Steinfels)

Msgr. John J. Egan, a Roman Catholic
priest in Chicago whose work on issues of
civil rights, changing neighborhoods and
poverty shaped church efforts in those areas
nationally, died on Saturday in Chicago in
the rectory of Holy Name Cathedral. He was
84.

An influential figure for over four decades
in both the religious life and neighborhood
politics of Chicago, Monsignor Egan exerted
an influence that stretched far beyond that
city.

His work in the 1960’s with Saul Alinsky
and Mr. Alinsky’s Industrial Areas Founda-
tion laid the groundwork for what is now a
national pattern of community organizing
projects based on interfaith coalitions of
congregations.

Ordained a priest in 1943, Monsignor Egan
directed the Cana Conference of Chicago
from 1947 to 1958. The conference was a min-
istry to married couples that developed a
marriage preparation program, Pre-Cana,
that has also been influential nationally.

From 1958 to 1969, Monsignor Egan directed
the Chicago Archdiocesan Office of Urban Af-
fairs, where he became deeply engaged in
struggles over racial integration and urban
renewal.

In 1965, despite his doctor’s orders to avoid
stress to a damaged heart, he responded to
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s appeal
to members of the clergy to march in Selma,
Ala.

He was already known for publicly criti-
cizing the effects of urban renewal projects
and public housing on established neighbor-
hoods. He tangled with Mayor Richard J.
Daley of Chicago, challenged the University
of Chicago’s neighborhood renewal plans and
complained of ‘‘the dictatorial powers’’ of
urban planners like Robert Moses in New
York City.

Some proponents of urban renewal and in-
tegrated housing attacked Monsignor Egan
in turn as a self-interested defender of large-
ly white Catholic neighborhoods. Conserv-
atives, including some pastors, recoiled at
his working partnership with Mr. Alinsky, a
self-styled radical agitator.

Eventually, Cardinal John Cody disbanded
the Office of Urban Affairs in 1969, and Mon-
signor Egan spent the years from 1970 to 1983
at the University of Notre Dame. There he
directed the Institute for Pastoral and Social
Ministry, and with Peggy Roach, another
veteran of struggles for racial justice, he

Many of those he influenced called him a
‘‘surrogate bishop’’ for Catholics engaged in
social and political struggles.

Brought back to Chicago in 1983 by Car-
dinal Joseph Bernardin to direct the
archdiocese’s Office of Human Relations and
Ecumenism, in 1987 Monsignor Egan became
head of the Office of Community Affairs at
DePaul University in Chicago, a position he
held until his death.
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John McGreevy, a historian at Notre Dame

and the author of ‘‘Parish Boundaries’’ (Uni-
versity of Chicago Press, 1996), a prize-win-
ning study of the Catholic Church’s handling
of racial issues in Northern cities, compared
Monsignor Egan to ‘‘the classic parish
priests early in the century who were great
politically skilled organizers.’’ But Mon-
signor Egan, Professor McGreevy said,
‘‘made the transition to organizing outside
the church as well as within it.’’

Monsignor Egan did not shy from internal
church controversies. In the 1960’s he led a
group of reform-minded priests in Chicago,
and recalled painfully a single year in Car-
dinal Cody’s tenure when no fewer than 45
priests came to tell him about their deci-
sions to leave the priesthood.

A month ago, he circulated for publication
a plea for the church to ordain women and
married men and give women leading roles
in the Vatican.

‘‘Why are we not using to the fullest the
gifts and talents of women who constitute
the majority of our membership throughout
the world?’’ he wrote. ‘‘I realize that even to
raise aspects of this question, I label myself
a dissenter. Yet prayerful, responsible dis-
sent has always played a role in the church.’’

Despite his deep identification with Chi-
cago, Monsignor Egan was born in Manhat-
tan, on 134th Street in what was then an
Irish section of Harlem. His father, a bus
driver, and his mother, a dressmaker, were
immigrants from Ireland, and moved to Chi-
cago when John was 6.

He is survived by a sister, Kathleen Egan
Martin of Rockford, Ill.
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INTRODUCTION OF INTER-
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL DE-
FENSE ACT

HON. MARK UDALL
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 23, 2001

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, today
I am introducing the International Environ-
mental Defense Act of 2001.

The purpose of this bill is to clarify the au-
thority of the Secretary of Defense to respond
to environmental emergencies. It is cospon-
sored by my colleague from Colorado, Rep-
resentative JOEL HEFLEY. I greatly appreciate
his support.

In times of natural disaster or other emer-
gencies, the United States for decades has
come to the aid of those in need—whether the
crisis is the result of an earthquake in Turkey,
an erupting volcano in South America, or
deadly floods in some other part of the world.

When the need arises, the U.S. government
provides humanitarian assistance through the
U.S. Agency for International Development,
the State Department, the Defense Depart-
ment, and other federal agencies. It also con-
tracts with private voluntary agencies to pro-
vide such assistance and coordinates the U.S.
response with that of other countries.

The American military has an outstanding
record of participation in these activities. All
Americans take pride in the humanitarian as-
sistance provided by the men and women of
our armed services.

I strongly support this policy. It is the right
thing to do, and in the best interests of our
country as well as of people everywhere. Hu-
manitarian assistance is critical to help com-
munities or regions or whole countries recover
from devastating natural or man-made events.

But global emergencies come in other forms
as well—including environmental emergencies
such as oil or chemical spills or other similar
occurrences. They may not have the imme-
diate impact on people of homes destroyed in
an earthquake or of crops lost to drought. But
by polluting waterways, killing fish or other
species, or contaminating the air, water, or
land, environmental disasters can have dev-
astating effects on the health and well-being of
people, wildlife, and ecosystems.

So, wherever they occur, environmental
emergencies have the potential to affect the
national interests of the United States. And
our government—including our military
forces—should have the same ability to re-
spond as in the case of other emergencies.

Current law authorizes the Department of
Defense to use its funds for the transport of
humanitarian relief, allowing U.S. military per-
sonnel to help provide foreign countries with
emergency assistance such as helicopter
transport, temporary water supplies, and road
and bridge repair. For example, U.S. military
personnel were part of the U.S. response to
Hurricane Mitch in Central America and to this
year’s earthquakes in El Salvador and India.

But when it comes to environmental emer-
gencies, under current law the military now
has less ability to help. Those are the situa-
tions that are addressed by the bill I am intro-
ducing today.

The International Environmental Defense
Act would fill a gap in current law so U.S. mili-
tary transport could be used not only for hu-
manitarian, but also for environmental emer-
gencies. The bill does not require that this be
done—but it would authorize the Defense De-
partment to do so, just as current law author-
izes but does not require the transport of hu-
manitarian assistance to respond to other
emergencies.

As an illustration of the limitations of the
current law, consider a recent case about
which I have first-hand knowledge.

Earlier this year, as all our colleagues will
recall, there was a very serious oil spill in the
Pacific Ocean that threatened to contaminate
the Galapagos Islands. The government of Ec-
uador and people everywhere were very con-
cerned that this could imperil the world-famous
wildlife of the islands and the rest of that
unique ecosystem. They hastened to organize
a response.

As part of that response, the Ecuadoran
government was in contact with a company in
Colorado that makes a product to absorb oil
from sea water. But complications arose, and
the company contacted my office to see if we
could help resolve them.

As we explored the situation, we learned
that while the government of Ecuador was in-
terested in acquiring the Colorado company’s
product, they also wanted to arrange for the
United States to transport it to Ecuador by
military aircraft, because that would be quicker
and cheaper than other alternatives. But when
we contacted the Defense Department to see
if there was a possibility that it could be ar-
ranged, we learned about the limitations of
current law. In short, we learned that while
military transport might be possible to provide
humanitarian relief, that option was not avail-
able to respond to an environmental emer-
gency.

The bill I am introducing today would
change that—not by requiring the military to
provide transport in such a case, but by pro-

viding that option in case the U.S. government
should decide it would be appropriate.

So, Mr. Speaker, this is not a far-reaching
bill. But I think it would provide useful authority
for our country to respond to environmental
problems that, ultimately, can affect us and
the rest of the world.
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO RYAN MIL-
LER RECIPIENT OF THE HOBEY
BAKER AWARD

HON. MIKE ROGERS
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 23, 2001
Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I

rise to honor the accomplishments of Ryan
Miller of East Lansing, Michigan, for being
named the top college hockey player in Amer-
ica in 2001. Ryan Miller, a Michigan State Uni-
versity sophomore, received the Hobey Baker
Award, only the second time in history a goal-
ie has earned this prestigious honor.

Ryan’s brilliant 2001 season included lead-
ing the nation in four key statistical categories,
the most spectacular being 10 shutouts in 39
games, bringing him to an NCAA career
record with 18 shutouts as goalie for the MSU
Spartans. Ryan also was named CCHA De-
fensive Player of the Week five times during
the regular season.

Born and raised in East Lansing, the home
of MSU, Ryan comes from a hockey family.
His grandfather, father, uncle and five cousins
all played hockey for the Spartans, and a
cousin, Kip Miller, won the Hobey in 1990. In
addition to his hockey legacy, Ryan also de-
serves recognition for his academic achieve-
ments both in high school and at MSU.

I urge my colleagues in the U.S. House of
Representatives to join me in congratulating
Mr. Ryan Miller for his achievements, in par-
ticular for receiving the Hobey Baker Award.
We wish him well in his future endeavors.
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TRIBUTE TO MR. TOM SCHEPERS

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM
OF MINNESOTA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 23, 2001
Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today

in celebration of the tremendous achievement
by a constituent of mine from South St. Paul,
Minnesota, Mr. Tom Schepers.

Last November, on Veterans’ Day, the
Washington, D.C. area welcomed Tom
Schepers, as he completed his 5-month, 3,300
mile run in support of the World War II Vet-
erans Memorial. Beginning at Camp
Pendelton, California on D-Day, June 6th,
2000, Mr. Schepers covered 25 miles a day,
6 days a week through the Mojave Desert,
thin Rocky Mountain air and other extreme
conditions. This was no ordinary run. While
many Americans would struggle to complete
even a single day of such an exhaustive jour-
ney, Mr. Schepers completed it while carrying
an American flag and a POW/MIA flag on a
10-foot flagpole as well as a 10 lb weight belt,
representing the emotional weight borne by
the World War II Veterans for over 50 years.

Mr. Schepers heroic story is a tribute to the
will and determination of our nation’s Vet-
erans. A decorated Vietnam Marine Veteran,
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